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1
RATIONALE

Countryside and environmental managers are often responsible for managing sites where there may be conflicting issues and objectives. On many occasions one of these is the protection of landscape quality and regional landscape character. Elements of the landscape are increasingly becoming important for recreation and tourism and subject to change through both development and dereliction. Landscapes are valued for their aesthetic appeal, their association with the natural world and for evidence related to their cultural identity. The interaction of humanity with landscapes is one of the reasons that they are now so highly valued.

In order to begin to make professional and informed management decisions an appreciation and understanding of the evolution of the landscape is essential. This involves knowledge and understanding of the functions and processes that are occurring, together with the background of their physical constituents, and the changes that have been made through human interaction over significant periods of historical land use.

This module will enable students to become fully conversant with the components of landscape development which have been adapted, and are adapting, over time. Students will begin to acquire the professional skills and knowledge required to advise on and/or manage these fragile resources.
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SUMMARY OF AIMS
The module is designed to allow students to:

· become familiar with a range of landscape types and their individual characteristics;

· become familiar with the influences that can change landscapes;

· develop their practical and professional skills;

· develop observational skills.
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ANTICIPATED LEARNING OUTCOMES

On successful completion of this module students will be able to:

· describe the physical and biological components of different landscapes (KU, C);

· summarise the effects of human activity on different landscapes (KU, C);

· describe the varied, but important, different public perceptions of diverse landscape types (KU, C);

· carry out field exercises to identify and analyse key components of a variety of landscape types (C, P, S, K);

· explain and evaluate the essential reasons why particular landscapes are sensitive and vulnerable to change (C, S);

· use data sources to determine the elements of landscape history and development that have affected different landscape types (S, P, K);

· discuss the balance of social, economic and environmental needs within landscapes (C, S, P);
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LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY AND METHODS, INCLUDING RESOURCES

Strategy

Students will be introduced to the complexity and individuality of landscapes. They will be expected to understand that individual landscapes have been shaped by natural processes and through human intervention. They will be directed towards utilising skills of observation to recognise layers of previous land use and to analyse the reasons why people do, or do not, value these landscapes. Students will be offered the opportunity of entering debate on the issues of projected future changes to the landscape through changing trends in agricultural practices, flood defence strategies, coastal defence strategies, industrial diversification, etc.

Methods

This module will be delivered using a mixture of lectures, seminars and fieldwork. The lectures will provide underpinning information on the principles, concepts and theories related to landscape development. Students will then be required to explore these in greater depth within the seminar sessions. These sessions will also include a variety of discussion topics and examination of specific case study examples. 

Fieldwork will be used to complement these topics by providing detailed information about specific case study areas. It will also allow students to develop observational and analytical skills.

Students will be expected to undertake additional reading as indicated by their background reading list and through directed readings provided by the module teaching team. They will also be expected to decide how they will apply this directed and self-directed learning to the assignment.

Where feasible, the knowledge and skills of in-service professionals will be used to enhance case study examples and at fieldwork locations.

Resources

The following specialist resources will be used:

· field visits to specific sites demonstrating specific management issues and techniques (transport costs);

· in-service professionals for on-site interpretation of site issues and management;

· video and CD Rom facilities;

· other IT facilities.

· technical support for health and safety reasons and to assist with use of technical 
equipment.
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ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK STRATEGY AND METHODS


The Module assessment is both formative and summative. The formative assessment will occur following directed reading and during exercises in seminar sessions. Students will receive formative feedback within these sessions to ensure that learning is of an appropriate depth and coverage. 

The summative assessment involves a single piece of coursework and a 2 hour examination within which students must produce written answers to previously unseen questions which will cover the span of the Module content. The coursework involves the production of a descriptive and analytical report on a chosen area and includes an appraisal of the effects of past land use, its potential conservation value and any potential future issues and changes. 

Feedback will be provided in writing by the Module teaching team. This feedback will also act as formative feedback for the forthcoming examination.
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SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Students achieving a pass in this module will demonstrate:

· the ability to clearly describe the physical and biological components of different landscapes and summarise the effects of human activity on different landscapes;

· a clear understanding of the varied, but important, different public perceptions of diverse landscape-types and meaningfully explain and evaluate the essential reasons why particular landscapes are sensitive and vulnerable to change; 

· the ability to carry out field exercises to identify and analyse the relevant key components of a variety of landscape-types;

· the use of data sources to determine the elements of landscape history and development that have affected different landscape types and meaningfully discuss the balance of social, 
economic and environmental needs within landscapes;

· that they have observed accurately, recorded and analysed data, produced valid and justified evaluations.
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INDICATIVE CONTENTS, READING LIST AND RESOURCES

Indicative Content

· definition of key terms such as landscape history, landscape assessment, palimpsest, derelict land, rehabilitation;

· designations e.g. National Parks, Heritage Coasts, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, etc;

· examination of the physical and biotic components of selected landscapes;

· examination of evidence of past land use and human activity on selected landscapes;

· the importance of public perception of selected landscapes;

· understanding the vulnerability of landscapes to change;

· an introduction to the social, political, economic and environmental issues involved in landscape change.
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MODULE BANDING OTHER THAN A
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