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1
RATIONALE

Managers of the environmental and outdoor recreation resource in the UK must operate within a land-use context which is to some extent controlled by the town and country planning system. In addition to an understanding of the legislation within which this system operates, managers must also be aware of the growing importance of involving local people and other stakeholders in decision making affecting their communities. This latter area is increasingly important internationally, as well as on a more local level.

Students will acquire the professional skills and knowledge required to use the planning system as a tool, to protect and enhance the environment, to allow the sustainable management of the resource for leisure and tourism, and to involve local communities in the decision-making process.

2
SUMMARY OF AIMS

The module will enable students to become familiar with basic planning legislation, explore the relationship between the planning profession and managers of leisure and tourism resources, and to effectively implement community involvement techniques.

3
ANTICIPATED LEARNING OUTCOMES

On successful completion of this module, students will be able to:

· describe the historical development of central and local government planning policies in the UK, and assess the impact of European and other international regulatory measures (KU/S); 

· explain the relevance of the planning system and current policies to the management of outdoor recreation and tourism opportunities, and the protection of the environmental resource (KU/S); 

· identify and analyse the historical development of community action as a tool for implementing environmental protection and enhancement (KU/S/C); 

· identify and apply a range of mechanisms for involving communities in the decision making processes relevant to the planning system (C/S); 

· select and apply appropriate planning and community involvement tools to real-life situations (C/P/S); 

· develop effective research strategies, apply the findings to the analysis of a particular issue and then communicate the results effectively (KS). 

4
LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY AND METHODS, INCLUDING RESOURCES

This module will be delivered using a mixture of lectures, seminars and field visits. The lectures will provide underpinning information on legislative trends,  current policy and processes within the planning profession. Students will then be required to examine the underlying principles and concepts in greater depth within the seminar sessions. Seminars will include a variety of discussion sessions and formal debates, with students provided with specific topics concerning current conflicts or problem areas on which to research their own specific and informed opinions in their own time.

The seminar sessions will also provide students with an opportunity to simulate the public inquiry process: -  reflecting on the roles of a variety of stakeholders, including local community groups and individuals; applying their knowledge and understanding; analysing specific information; and reaching an informed decision. Field visits will be used to complement this process, providing detailed information about specific case studies.

Resources, over and above the normal teaching requirements, will include:

· time and resources for field study;

· additional academic and technical support in the field;

· the use of site managers as advisers to provide specific technical expertise and site information for problem solving activities and role playing scenarios.

5
ASSESSMENT AND FEEDBACK STRATEGY AND METHODS

The module assessment is both formative and summative. Formative assessment will occur during seminar sessions where these involve student led discussions, debate and case studies. Students will receive formative feedback from the module tutors during these sessions to ensure that learning is of an appropriate depth and coverage.

The summative assessment will consist of a single piece of coursework assessing all the module outcomes. This will be a report on a student selected case study of a specific planning issue incorporating community involvement. Feedback will be provided in writing by the module tutor.

6
SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Students achieving a pass in this module will demonstrate:

· the ability to describe the main historical developments in central and local government planning policies in the UK, and assess the impact of the primary European and other international regulatory measures;

· the ability to accurately explain the relevance of the planning system and current policies to the management of outdoor recreation and tourism opportunities, and the protection of the environmental resource;

· reasoned analysis of the historical development of community action as a tool for implementing environmental protection and enhancement;

· accurate identification and application of a range of mechanisms for involving communities in the decision making processes relevant to the planning system;

· effective selection and application appropriate planning and community involvement tools to real-life situations;

· effective research strategies, accurately applying the findings to the analysis of a particular issue and then communicate the results effectively. 

7
INDICATIVE CONTENTS, READING LIST AND RESOURCES

1 Historical development of statutory and non-statutory land-use planning. The role of the voluntary sector. The current organisational structure; central government departments and agencies, local government, the European Union etc. Town and country planning legislation; the acts, circulars, planning policy guidance notes etc.

2 The historical development of the framework and the current procedures for the production of Structure, Local and Unitary Development Plans.  Associated statutory plans, including National Park Plans and other Subject Plans. Tools for plan-
making e.g. forecasting and land capability etc. 

3 The development control framework. Definition of development and the General Development Order. Consideration of the process – public  participation, planning applications and public inquiries, planning conditions and planning gain, and enforcement action. 


4 Informal and non-statutory planning - countryside recreation strategies, landscape assessments and designations.

5 Definitions of community action - the historical development of community involvement in land use planning and environmental action - the emphasis on the process of community action, rather than the final product.
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MODULE BANDING OTHER THAN A
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